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Linda
Hogans,
master
storyteller

Theresa
Jones:
Community

comes first

Theresa D. Jones
Dr. Linda Hogans, Ph.D
BY JEANIE BLUE

Marcina Dowdell-Williams, seen here working on her mother’s,
Casandra DuPont, hair, is getting ready for St. Pete’s first ever natural hair show.

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Theresa D. Jones has a reputation of being community
minded. She works tirelessly to improve the quality of life for everyone she
meets. If she’s not serving
on a board or committee,
she’s delivering food for
Meals on Wheels.
“I am a strong-willed,
community
minded
woman, who genuinely
cares about improving the
community, with an emphasis on the inner city,” said
the Erie, Pa. native.
The oldest of seven children, she was raised in public housing and used
education and activism as a
vehicle for improving her
life and as a platform for
helping others.
“I care deeply for the
community and in particular the children within the
inner city because I was
one of those children while
growing up,” said Jones.
She graduated from
high school with honors
and went on to Edinboro
State College (now Edinboro University of Pennsylvania) where she majored
in secondary education. Although she decided not to
go into teaching, she knew
See JONES , page 4


BY MARLO SCOTT
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For over 25 years Marcina
has
Dowdell-Williams
been braiding hair and
creating designer hairstyles. She first embraced
the concept of natural hair
when as a young child her
mother would take her to
get her own natural hair
braided.
As a young teen,
Dowdell-Williams used to
braid the smaller kids hair
in the neighborhood and
impressed her parents,

Casandra DuPont and
Abraham Dowdell, so
much that they put her in
charge of her sister
Raquel’s hair.
After graduating from
Lakewood High School
(Go Spartans) in 1987,
she attended Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
(FAMU).
University
Dowdell-Williams desire
to braid hair accompanied
her to Tallahassee where
she’d style hair for friends
in her dormitory for some
extra cash.
“I can remember during the early 1990s when

chemical services such as
relaxers were very popular and in demand. I
was just coming out of a
Jeri curl myself,” said
“In
Dowdell-Williams.
those days a lot of women
were under the mindset
that in order to be accepted in society and considered ‘sexy,’ you needed
to wear your hair straight
like the way commercials
were strongly advertising
like Revlon, Dark &
Lovely and Ultra Sheen.”
Dowdell-Williams
draws a correlation between natural hair and

Staff Writer

mother and daughter
bonding. The healthy hair
regimen she grew up with
helped bring her closer together with her mother.
Every two weeks her
mother would shampoo,
condition and style her
hair. In those couple of
hours, they would talk
and enjoy each other’s
company.
“This intimate time together was a core necessity to our values and
helped with establishing
the family closeness,” she
said.
See HAIR, page 9

Sister Hughes celebrated 23 years on air
BY MARLO SCOTT
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
For the past 22 years Sister Dianne Hughes has
been celebrating her anniversary of being an onair radio personality at
WRXB Praise 1590. This
year, however, the celebration was different. Not
only did she celebrate another year of being on the
radio, she was also celebrating life.
During the holiday

season, traffic is always at
its worst, and last December was no different. The
entire staff of WRXB was
involved in a serious car
accident on I-4 driving to a
Christmas dinner. From
the station manager to the
radio personalities that
you have come to know
and love, the whole radio
station could have been
lost if not from the grace of
God.
“God brought us out,”
See HUGHES, page 8



BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

ST. PETERSBURG – The
Carter G. Woodson African
American Museum is celebrating Black History Month
with a month long lecture series kicking off this Sat., Feb.
6 with “Folk Tales and Fables:
Passing on the Oral Tradition
to the Youth.”
Dr. Linda Hogans, Ph.D,
will transfix the audience as
she tells stories with passion
emanating from her voice
while her body emoting and
transporting the audience to
a different place and time.
This is a celebration of the
African tradition of oral history and storytelling. In
Africa, storytelling is more
than entertainment. Through
storytelling, questions are answered, history is conveyed
and lifelong lessons are
taught and learned. Centuries
of enslavement in the Americans only strengthened the
tradition.
Hogans does not feel that
she is a griot, which is a West
African storyteller who is responsible for preserving the
principles and values of the
people. They are musicians,
poets, spokespersons, teachers, genealogists, and keepers of the people’s history and
traditions. She said the stories
she tells are to honor
her great-grandmother, her
mother and five aunts.
“To me it’s history; my
family history. There were always stories being told,” she
said, “stories about when my

Sister Dianne Hughes



                                                                  

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

See HOGANS, page 4
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Letter to the Editor




By Jon Wilson

Remembering Dr. Leggett
Dr. Gilbert Henry Leggett is remembered fondly as an African-American
dental pioneer in St. Petersburg.
A native of Key West, Dr. Leggett
graduated from Nashville’s Meharry
Medical and Dental College in 1924.
The school was the first dental school in
the South for African Americans.
After briefly practicing in Jacksonville, Dr. Leggett opened his practice
in St. Petersburg in 1925. His first office
was across the street from the Webb’s
City furniture store on Second Avenue
South. In 1959, he moved his office to
2154 9th Ave. S. That site will be remembered on the heritage trail currently being developed by the African
American Heritage Association.
In addition to providing dental care
for a growing black community, Dr.
Leggett was a busy civic activist. He
helped found the Melrose Park YMCA
and was instrumental in bringing scouting to the community.
He is perhaps most famously known
for his early civil rights leadership in the
city. During the 1940s, he led the legal
action that struck down the white Democratic primary in St. Petersburg. In a
2011 article, the St. Petersburg Times –
now the Tampa Bay Times – named Dr.
Leggett among five people who made a
difference in Pinellas County’s first century of existence.
Dr. Leggett’s wife Altaire Leggett
taught school and was widely regarded
in the community as a PTA enthusiast
and a social leader. She served as an executive committee member of the Gibbs
High School PTA for years and was
president of the St. Petersburg-Tampa
Links chapter.
The Leggett community contributions continued through Gilbert H.
Leggett’s son, Dr. Gilbert Martin

Leggett, who was affectionately known
as Sonny. The father-and-son team
worked together in the Ninth Avenue
office.
The younger Dr. Leggett taught
math at Gibbs before following in his father’s footsteps and earning a degree in
dentistry at Meharry. A 1947 Gibbs
graduate, he served as a recreation
leader for children. His wife Daisy
worked as a dental assistant for another
acclaimed community leader, Dr.
Robert J. Swain.
Dr. Leggett joined his father in 1963
at the Ninth Avenue office, and a “grand
reopening” was held to mark the occasion.
Sonny Leggett had a reputation in
the community for extending special
care to indigent residents. A friend once
said of him: “It was not unheard of for
him to be working away late at night on
people he knew would never be able to
pay him a dime.”
The younger doctor also built a reputation for being an outspoken critic of
Pinellas County school officials during
the early days of desegregation. He also
frequently criticized the police department regarding its relationship to the
black community, and was an active participant in the Community Alliance.
A 1971 feature article in the Times
described him this way: “A man in the
middle – both respected by the white
power structure, which is committed to
building upon tradition, and loved by
the meek as well as the most militant
blacks, who are determined to crack the
white man’s double standard.”
This is another in a series of articles
about the individuals, events and places
that are being recognized by the African
American Heritage Association.

To the Gibbs Community and to the Friends of
Gibbs in the Tampa Bay
area, I am totally disheartened with the well-intentioned
but
totally
misinformed coverage by
many Tampa Bay news
outlets on the viral video
of a fight at Gibbs High
School.
As a junior at this historic school, I can assure
you that the way Gibbs
has been represented in
this clip is unfair.
Throughout my time
here, I have seen this
school grow and prosper
into the “B” school it always had the potential to
be (and was, for nearly 30
years). A 27-year teacher
informed me that teachers
once referred to Gibbs as
the “Best kept secret in
Pinellas County Schools.”
Administrators, teachers, and even students
have made a profound effort to move away from
the reputation the school
had garnered in the past.
The extensive coverage is
due to this past and would
have never been so largescale if an altercation occurred at another school
in the district. In fact,
fighting is a problem at
most (if not all) schools in
Pinellas County and much
of the rest of the state.
Walking through the
hallways at Gibbs, there
has never been a time

where I felt unsafe. “UFC
style brawls” (as some
outlets have referred to)
are not a common occurrence at Gibbs. It simply
isn’t the truth. It is very
easy to report on the negatives of a school that was
once very weak; but not
enough attention is given
to the strength we’ve accumulated over the past
few years.
Throughout the current school year, we have
effectively enforced a
modified dress code. Over
90 percent of the school’s
population is now complying and we are working
steadily to bring that number to 100 percent. For the
first junior cohort assembly of the school year, administrators
and
members of the Student
Government Association
dressed in caps and
gowns and created a
“mock graduation.” This
was complete with programs and was meant to
get juniors in the mindset
for graduation.
Gibbs is also home to
one of the largest Principal Multicultural Advisory
Committees in the area;
we have effectively raised
awareness for programs
such as the Homeless Education Assistance Team.
This organization is making wonderful strides in
aiding homeless teens and
their struggling families
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Don’t make a wrong turn and miss the

FREE FINANCIAL FREEDOM
WORKSHOP

 





WORKSHOP LOCATION:
Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
DATE: Tuesday, April 8, 2014
TIME: 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
REGISTRATION:
Please contact NHS at 727-821-6897 or
admin@nhsfl.org to register for the FREE workshop.

 






1600 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. St. S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
727-821-6897 • www.nhsfl.org
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FINANCIAL FREEDOM JUST AHEAD

STOPS ALONG THE WAY INCLUDE:
• Adjusting the budget for these troubling times
• Creative money saving tips
• Sensible couponing • Credit enhancement

Sincerely,
Proud Gibbs High
School Student

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

Presented by Neighborhood Home
Solutions (NHS) at Childs Park YMCA
This 90 minute presentation is fast paced,
informative and beneficial. After attending
the event, you will be able to map out your
route to greater financial peace of mind.

(in the Pinellas County
area) with their education
and social needs.
In this years’ competition, half of the school’s
Future Business Leaders
of America members won
awards. Our magnet programs, Pinellas County
Center for the Arts
(PCCA) and the Business
Technology
Economic
Academy (BETA) are also
on the rise. In the 2012
school year, BETA was
presented with the second
largest check in Pinellas
County Schools for the
large number of industry
certifications obtained in
the previous school year.
In the 2012-13 school year
alone, PCCA seniors
earned over $3 million in
scholarship monies. Likewise, PCCA has alumni all
over the world who are attending and who have
graduated from some of
the most prestigious art
institutions.
As you can tell, many
big things are happening
at Gibbs; and the positives
outweigh the negatives
(and always have). It
would be wonderful if you
could take the time to
spend a day with me at
this magnificent, historical institution.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Folktales and fables

Retirement means more time to help others

From HOGANS, page 1

From JONES, page 1

family was young, ghost
stories, wild animal stories
and some stories from
books, but with a different
spin on it.”
Who is Dr. Linda
Hogans?
Originally from Havana, Florida, Hogans
grew up on a tobacco
farm. She got into storytelling by chance when
she was the director of the
Bridges to Learning Child
Development Center of
the 20th Street Church of
Christ in 1992. She was
asked during a conference
to tell an impromptu story
and quickly realized she
had a knack for it.
She received her Bachelor’s Degree in Business
Management from the University of South Florida in
1977. She then continued
her education receiving her
M.Ed. in Interdisciplinary
Studies in Curriculum and
Instruction from National

Louis University in 2000 and
graduated with her doctorate from Barry University,
University Partnership Center, and St. Petersburg College in 2008.
Hogans is now the executive director of Retention
Administration at St. Petersburg College where she
helps to retain students by
confronting challenges that
might hinder or interfere
with their enrollment or
completion of their college
education. Some of the programs offered are the Student Support Services and
Women on the Way. For
high school students they
offer the Summer of Success, an outreach program
that gets them acclimated
to college and earns them
three credits and the College Reach Out Program.
She has also sat on two
boards; Florida Fund for
Minority Teachers – as a
gubernatorial appointee

and on the Pinellas County
Opportunity Council as
Board President.
So don’t miss a chance
to watch Hogans pass down
a treasured piece of our heritage to the youth through
the
performances
of
African folktales and fables.
She will dress in African attire with a cane in her hand
as she becomes “Lil’ Clora’s
Chil’, and pays tribute to
her mother Clora and the
other women in her family.
Hogans is an accomplished writer and will be
reading from her works including “It’s All In How
You Look At A Thang,”
“Gumma’s
Kitchen,”
“DEY AIN’T GOT NO
ROOTS” and “Saved by
Collard Greens.”
“There is a strength and
courage to our past that we
have to remember,” Hogans
said. “If they could endure,
it gives me the courage to
keep going.”

she wanted to spend her career helping others.
Jones eventually ended
up in Florida and working
for the City of St. Petersburg where she has just recently retired after more
than 30 years. During her
time there she worked in
many different capacities
such as Minority Business
Enterprise Coordinator Development and Community
Affairs Director.
She also had either staff
oversight or direct responsibility for the City’s Summer Youth Intern Program,
and the Workforce Development Program. Both of
these programs specifically
provide opportunities for
low-income at-risk youth to
have employment opportunities during the summer
and/or workforce training.
But what she feels is
her most worthwhile contribution to community development is when she
served as a relocation officer for the city. She helped
people move out of slum
housing with the Methodist
Town area, now known as
Jamestown. She’s also very
proud of assisting minority
owned businesses in learning how to obtain and successfully
execute
construction and service
contracts for the city and
other governmental and
private entities.
During her time at the
city, Jones raised her now
23-year-old son as a single
mother and made sure she
was involved in every aspect of her son’s life. She
served as team mother, kid

transporter and all
around
cheerleader for his little
league, football,
soccer, band and a
myriad of other
activities he belonged to.
Her
retirement has given
her more time to
pursue her first
love – helping others. She continues
to serve as an officer of the board of
directors for R’
Club Child Care,
Louise Graham
Regeneration
Center and the
Pinellas County
Urban
League
Guild. She remains an active
volunteer in the
community doing
such things as delivering Meals on
Wheels twice a week and
assists with the annual
Homeless Point in Time
Count.
Jones is also proud to
have established and
chaired the original Wealth
Building Coalition, which is
now known as the Prosperity Coalition. It was specifically
established
for
assuring that individuals
who were eligible for the
Federal Earned Income
Tax Credit actually filed for
the credit.
“These were the early
starts of community wealth
building within the minority community. And some
folks actually bought their
first home, when they re-

ceived their relocation dollars, or their earned income
tax refund,” said Jones.
Jones added that she is
not currently working on
any community development project, but continues
to enjoy her retirement and
volunteer duties. In the future she plans to travel and
settle further into the life of
a retiree.
Her expectations for the
future are to see continued
growth and development
within both the Midtown
and Childs Park areas
through the city’s initiatives, community based initiatives and increased
private sector investment.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 
  

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713



 


 
     
  
  





The Crossing Point
Christian Cultural Community Center
“JESUS, the same yesterday, today and forever.”
Hebrews 13:8

900 22nd St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-821-0304
Edgar & Sarah Edwards,
Email:
thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
Overseers
www.thecrossingpoint.net
Worship & Praise, Sundays, 11 a.m.
Prayer, Praise and Bible Study, Tuesdays, noon
Women’s Bible Study, Thursdays, 7 p.m.
Visible Voices Neighborhood Fellowship 3rd Mondays, 7 p.m.
Common Grounds Coffee House Ministry, Fridays, 7 p.m.

“We are a Movement with a Message. The results are that we build people; not programs.”


 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  





  
 
  



  





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





Presiding Bishop
Warren Hawkins

 

CHURCH MOTTO: ALL IN ONE AND ONE IN ALL; WHEN
WE GET OUT OF ONE WE’RE OUT OF ALL. NO ONE IS
LEFT BEHIND; WE NEED TO KNOW WHO JESUS IS!
Addresses
• 1st and 3rd Sabbath at 3931 Central Ave. St. Petersburg , Fl
• 2nd, 4th and 5th Sabbath and Wed. nights at
3900 Dr. Martin Luther King St. South Petersburg , Fl
Service times and Contact information
• 10:30 am -12:00 noon Sabbath School
• 12:00 noon -1:30 pm Worship service
• 7:30 pm Bible Study on Wed. Nights
• 727-290-8115 after 5 pm (Bishop Hawkins)
• 727 614 6994 after 2 pm (secretary)

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising God
for His awesome gift, His son
Jesus Christ.
Events for February
Feb. 7-8 - South Florida Progressive Baptist Association MidWinter Board hosted by Nt.
Tabor M. B. Church, Rev, T.D.
Leonard, Pastor (Tampa, FL).
Feb. 7 - The St. Mark M. B.
Church family has been asked to
serve on this evening of MidWinter Board a7:30 p.m. and Pas-

tor Brian K. Brown will deliver
the message.
Feb. 8 - Planning Session for
the upcoming 99th Session to
take place in October 2014.
Feb. 9 - Black History Presentation by the Music Department during 10:45 a.m. services
(Wear African Attire)
Feb. 14 - St. Valentine’s Day
Feb. 16 - Black History Presentation by the Music Dept. 10:45
a.m. service. Right Hand of Fellowship 10:45 a.m. service.
Church outing - Galilee M.B.
Church at 3:30 p.m.
Feb. 17 - Community Outreach Meeting Planning Meeting
at 6:30 p.m.
Feb. 23 - Black History Presentation by the children Youth
Ministry (CYM) at 9:30 a.m. during Sunday school hour.
Feb. 23 - Natl’ Winter Board
begins in Sherieve Port, LA.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sun-

day morning at 9:30. All are invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer
Meeting
and
Bible Study every Wednesday
evening at 7.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Join in The 21 Days of Prayer
Call daily at 6 a.m. To listen to the
prayer, Phone: 805-399-1000, Access Code: 910772.
Mt Zion will host the Love &
Respect Marriage Video Conference presented by Dr. Emerson
& Sarah Eggerichs. Join us on
Feb. 7 and 8 for this momentous
event! This video conference is
open to all Couples and Singles.
Register online at www.loveandrespect.com. For more information contact Thelma McCloud
at 727-894-4311, ext. 209 or email
tmccloud@mzprogressive.org.
Come out and get your car
washed by our Boy Scouts on
Sat., Feb. 8 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Musician Wanted
In search of a musician
who must be committed to
Christ. He/she must be dedicated to providing a variety of
music which supports the
Word of God and ministers to
the congregation.
Qualifications:
• A Bachelor’s Degree in
music is desired, but not required
• Must be able to sight
read music
• A minimum of 3 years experience as a Church Musician
is desired, but not required
• Must possess good leadership skills and be able to com-

at 5301 - 34th St. S. (7-11 parking
lot at the corner of 54th Ave. S.
and 34th St. S.).
The Relay 4 Life is having a
fund raising Car Wash on Feb. 15
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 7-11
parking lot at the corner of 54th
Ave. S. and 34th St. S. Show your
support!
Attention Single Moms! Just
Us Three will meet Feb. 13 and
20 at 6 p.m. in the C.A.R.E. Building at 1906 - 9th Ave. S. During
this quarter we will continue to
Uncover the Truth. Genesis: 2.
3rd Thursday of the month –
Men’s Unity Ministry - Calling all
Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out on the third
Thursday of each month for their
unity fellowship and study of
“What a Man of God Should
Look Like.”
CARE- Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - Now meeting
the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each
month 7 p.m., CARE building,

municate with people from
very diverse backgrounds
• Must have excellent keyboard ability with the piano and
organ
• Must know the A.M.E.
Order of Service, or be willing
to learn
• Must pass a background
check.
Responsibilities:
• Responsible for assisting
with choir rehearsals, worship
services, concerts, performances, and engagements
• Contribute ideas in expanding and enhancing the
Music Ministry
• Be in attendance to all

1906 9th Ave. S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727-289-6057.
One-80 Teen Ministry will
host “College Prep 101” Parents
and Teens if college is in your future please join College Prep 101,
held the 1st & 3rd Tuesday’s of
each month in the Youth Fellowship Hall 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Checkout the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER and YOUTUBE
(Keyword: MZPMBC). Visit our
website and let’s get connected
today! www.MZProgressive.org
For additional information on
any of these announcements,
please contact the church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955 20th
St. S., St. Petersburg Florida. 727894-4311, email: info@mzprogressive.org.

worship services. He/she is required to be present at least 15
minutes before the start of worship and remain in attendance
until the Benediction is given.
If the musician is unable to
meet this obligation for any reason, advance notice must be
given to the Pastor and the
Choir President.
• Musician must be willing
to travel with the choir to engagements and performances
outside the local church.
• Upon request, the musician may be asked to assist with
funeral and weddings. These
requests may come from members as well as non-members.

THE HOLY SPIRIT HAS GIVEN TO OUR PASTOR BISHOP
WARREN HAWKINS AND THE HOLY SPIRIT WE OBEY (John 16)
The House of Yah New Yisrael Commandment Keeping Church

The hidden truth to unbelievers
Do you know the truth?
What is the truth? Your
truth? My truth? Our truth?
They truth? Some truth?
But the word God is the
truth Jesus Sabbath is the
truth!
(II Corthinan4:2-4)2 But
have renounced the hidden
things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor handling
the word of God deceitfully; but
by manifestation of the truth
commending ourselves to
every man’s conscience in the
sight of God.3 But if our gospel
be hid, it is hid to them that are
lost:4 In whom the god of this
world hath blinded the minds
of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel
of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine unto them.
(Romans 3:4-5) 4 God forbid:
yea, let God be true, but every
man a liar; as it is written, that
thou mightiest be justified in
thy sayings, and mightiest overcome
when
thou
art
judged.5 But if our unrighteousness commend the righteousness of God, what shall we
say? Is God unrighteous who
taketh vengeance? (Romans
4:10-12) 10 As it is written,
There is none righteous, no,
not one:11 There is none that
understandeth, there is none
that seeketh after God.12 They
are all gone out of the way, they
are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth
good, no, not one.
Truth means: teach Righteousness unity through Holiness Jesus is the beginning
(John 1:1-3) 1 In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word
was God.2 The same was in the
beginning with God.3 All
things were made by him; and
without him was not anything
made that was made. Jesus
Sabbath is holy Gen.2:1-3 the
bible says remember the Sabbath Day and keep it Holy(
Ex.20:8.) (I Corinthians 3:1617) 16 Know ye not that ye are
the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwelleth in
you?17 If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God
destroy; for the temple of God
is holy, which temple ye
are.(Mark 2:27-28) 27 And he
said unto them, The Sabbath
was made for man, and not
man for the Sabbath:28 Therefore the Son of man is Lord also
of the Sabbath. (Matt. 12:8)
8 For the Son of man is Lord
even of the Sabbath day.
How can you say that

you are saved; when you are
not holy? How can you be
holy when you don’t believe
in Jesus Sabbath of rest?
(Heb. 4:1-11) Let us therefore
fear, lest, a promise being left
us of entering into his rest, any
of you should seem to come
short of it.2 For unto us was the
gospel preached, as well as
unto them: but the word
preached did not profit them,
not being mixed with faith in
them that heard it.3 For we
which have believed do enter
into rest, as he said, As I have
sworn in my wrath, if they shall
enter into my rest: although the
works were finished from the
foundation of the world.4 For
he spake in a certain place of
the seventh day on this wise,
And God did rest the seventh
day from all his works.5 And in
this place again, If they shall
enter into my rest.6 Seeing
therefore it remaineth that
some must enter therein, and
they to whom it was first
preached entered not in because of unbelief:7 Again, he
limiteth a certain day, saying in
David, To day, after so long a
time; as it is said, Today if ye
will hear his voice, harden not
your hearts.8 For if Jesus had
given them rest, then would he
not afterward have spoken of
another day.9 There remaineth
therefore a rest to the people of
God.10 For he that is entered
into his rest, he also hath
ceased from his own works, as
God did from his.11 Let us
labor therefore to enter into
that rest, lest any man fall after
the same example of unbelief.
And we can do nothing
without the Holy Spirit; and
the Holy Spirit will not come
in unless you have come to
true repentance of your
sins. (Act 2: 38) Then Peter
said unto them, Repent, and be
baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the
remission of sins, and ye shall
receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. (John 14: 15-18) 15 If ye
love me, keep my commandments.16 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever;17 Even the Spirit of truth;
whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not,
neither knoweth him: but ye
know him; for he dwelleth with
you, and shall be in you.18 I will
not leave you comfortless: I will
come to you.(Rm. 11:2527)25 For I would not,
brethren, that ye should be ig-

norant of this mystery, lest ye
should be wise in your own
conceits; that blindness in part
is happened to Israel, until the
fulness of the Gentiles be come
in.26 And so all Israel shall be
saved: as it is written, There
shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob:27 For
this is my covenant unto them,
when I shall take away their
sins. Read complete chapter.
What proof from the
bible you know that you are
holy? Jesus Sabbath is Holy!
All Men has not obeyed
God’s Commandments because they are holy and
God’s commandments has
not been done away with according (Rev.22:14)14 Blessed
are they that do his commandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter
in through the gates into the
city. Jesus took the Law of
Moses to the cross not the
commandments of God.
Malachi 3:6 For I am God and I
change not! How can man
change God Holy Sabbath Day
of rest to another day of rest?
Can you change your birthday
to another day? NO! How can
man bless a day God never
blessed and made holy? According to the bible (Genesis 2:
1-3) Thus the heavens and the
earth were finished, and all the
host of them.2 And on the seventh day God ended his work
which he had made; and he
rested on the seventh day from
all his work which he had
made.3 And God blessed the
seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested
from all his work which God
created and made. (Jeremiah
23:1-4, 17:5) Woe be unto the
pastors that destroy and scatter
the sheep of my pasture! saith
the Lord.2 Therefore thus saith
the Lord God of Israel against
the pastors that feed my people;
Ye have scattered my flock, and
driven them away, and have not
visited them: behold, I will visit
upon you the evil of your doings, saith the Lord.3 And I will
gather the remnant of my flock
out of all countries whither I
have driven them, and will
bring them again to their folds;
and they shall be fruitful and increase.4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall
feed them: and they shall fear
no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith
the Lord.
Continued in next week’s
Pastor’s Corner.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Edible Peace Patch project
ST. PETERSBURG —
To say that January was a
busy month would be an
understatement. The Edible Peace Patch Project has
been absolutely blessed
with opportunities to extend their mission, recruit
and work with wonderful
community volunteers, and
put healthy food in children’s tummies.
Last month they grew
their schoolyard gardens
from four to seven, adding
three additional gardens at
Melrose Elementary, John
Hopkins Middle School
and Fairmont Park Elementary. They have nearly
reached their goal of having gardens in eight Title 1
schools in south St. Petersburg.
When The Edible Peace
Patch Project initially proposed a garden at Melrose
Elementary, similar to four
other gardens they have installed in Title 1 Elementary Schools, Principal
Nanette Grasso was enthused. However, the plan
was rejected because the
site is a designated brownfield area (the ground cannot
be
penetrated).
Melrose was built on a hazardous waste site, rendering the ground unusable.
Phi Theta Kappa Club at
St. Petersburg College approached Kip Curtis, the
Peace Patch director about
hydroponic
gardening.
Knowing that gardening
without soil would be a perfect solution for Melrose,
he accepted their offer. The
school immediately signed
on and to complete the proj-

  

 

 


ect, Garden Patch GrowBoxes donated their grow
boxes to build the hydroponic garden structure.
The Peace Patch also
offered two full wellness
kitchen programs in January, providing healthy
recipes to more than 200
schoolchildren at Sanderlin IB World School and
Campbell Park Elementary. Getting children to
make healthy food choices
is one of the foundational
goals of the Edible Peace
Patch project.
Last week they recruited college and community volunteers to help
us offer our garden based
education program for the
spring of 2014. Contact
the Peace Patch right
away if you’re interested.
Curtis and his staff,
Garden Program Coordinator Alita Kane and Garden Manager Pab Baker,
have been hard at work
helping to deliver healthy
gardens and meaningful
programs to serve our
community.
Volunteers needed to
help with weeding, fertilizing and planting. Gloves
supplied.
• Sat., Feb. 22: 9-1
p.m. @ Lakewood Elementary

Courtesy of


 
      
     

       
       
       

 

 




      

     
        
 
       
      



• Sat., March 15: 9-1
p.m. @ Sanderlin Elementary
• Sat., April 19: 9-1
p.m. @ Campbell Park
Elementary
• Sat., May 17: 9-1
p.m. @ Maximo Elementary

 



    

 




        



  

Greater Grand Central Missionary Baptist Church
Cordially invites you to our first annual

VALENTINE’S
DAY WORKSHOP
A Valentine’s Day Message:

    

      


  





        


Retraction
In the January 30, 2014 edition we incorrectly wrote in
the story “Heeding the call” that Pastor Gordon from
Pleasant Grove Missionary Baptist Church had passed
away.

“How to Say ‘No’, When Lust Says ‘Yes’”
Pastor Robert Perry will address what the Bible says
about relationships. It is pertinent even today.
The event is free and open to the public.
Refreshments will be served.

Thursday, February 20, 7:00 p.m.
3901 19th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, 33711

BUSINESS DIRECTORY





   








  


 

 


 




SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Across from Wendy’s)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Monday - Sunday

8

THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 6, 2014

COMMUNITY NEWS
The community came out to celebrate Sister Hughes
From HUGHES , page 1

said Sister Hughes at her anniversary party Sun., Jan 5 at
Mt. Pilgrim Missionary Baptist Church where Pastor
Clark Hazley presides.
This anniversary extravaganza was spearheaded by
Brother Michael Walker, who
she calls her spiritual son,
friend and colleague.
“During the accident I
found myself on the floor and
I grabbed a hold of Brother
Walker’s leg and I held on to
him,” she said laughingly.
Sister Hughes thanked
the community for their donations, cards, phone calls
and hugs and kisses and also
the committee members

Brother Walker, Chairman,
Sister Thelma Ferguson, CoChair, Sister Marsha Tarver,
secretary, Sister Peggy Wells,
Sister Yolanda McCloud, Sister La Gloria Johnson, Sister
Betty Davis, Sister Thelma
Burns and Rev. Fleming
Taver, advisor.
The night was filled with
music as the many choirs’
sounds reverberated off the
walls of the church. The
host church, Mt. Pilgrim,
First Mt. Zion Missionary
Baptist Church, St. James
Unity Choir, St. John of
Clearwater, soloist Debra
Thomas, Queen Street
Church of God in Christ,






St. James Missionary Baptist Church, the group Chosen and Fifth Avenue
Church of Christ all performed two selections.
The room was full of love
and praise for Hughes and
she proudly said, “I love what
I do. I work seven days a
week and this is my heart
working at WRXB. It gives
me joy and peace while I’m at
work at the station,” she finished.
Congratulation on 23
wonderful years as a fixture
on the Tampa Bay gospel
scene. We look forward to
many more years with you in
our lives.

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
2014 Natural Hair Health and Beauty Expo
From HAIR , page 1

Originally wanting to be
a
business
attorney,
Dowdell-Williams had a creative side that was hard to
silence. By the time she was
well into her degree, the
money from hair braiding
was a welcomed income especially when she became
pregnant. When the realities of being a young
mother arose, she was able
to step up to the plate and
take care of her young family even if that meant putting college on hold.
Some may call it a gift,
but she is able to duplicate
a hairstyle after only seeing
it once no matter how intricate the style may be. This
caused a stir in Tallahassee
and her hairstyles could be
seen all over North Florida.
Dowdell-Williams
wanted to make her skills
for styling and braiding natural hair legitimate with
some sort of license that
would make it official. Unfortunately, Florida in the
early 1990s had no such
certification. Today, however, there exists a 16-hour
certification course that will
give you a license to practice your craft.
So off Dowdell-Williams
went to Atlanta to enroll
herself in Taliah Waajid’s
highly intense hands on natural hair and braiding workshop. She was so ahead of
her time in Florida that
salon owners were apprehensive about her and her
credentials. Undaunted, she
started working from home
and became a self-sufficient, self-employed businesswoman.
When she attempted to
try working again in other
people’s salons, she felt out
of place.
The service that she
provided could be executed
with minimal amenities. If
the electricity went out,
who cares; if the water
stopped running, so what.

None of this affected how
Dowdell-Williams
performed her job. Salon owners didn’t know what to
charge her for booth rental,
not even the so-called topnotched salons.
Those days are now a
thing of the past. Hair braiding is now at the forefront of
many salons. Once women
realized that the chemicals
only weakened and caused
breakage to their hair, they
began to seek natural alternatives. Also what helped to
usher in an era of natural
hair was when a few of the
Cosby kids were seen
sporting braids. The craze
took hold and it hasn’t dissipated.
“I could see my well
mastered style of braiding
being placed on the heads
of the ladies with relaxers
who wanted to give their
hair a break from chemical
services,” she said.
When the braid craze
started to take a hold,
Dowdell-Williams didn’t do
too much natural hair except for children’s because
everyone wanted to wear
braided styles. So one day
she was looking through
some Florida State Board
materials and saw a place in
St. Petersburg called Mya’s
Hair Braiding Institute that
provided a 16-hour hair
braiding certification.
Dowdell-Williams decided to attend the school
and take a mini vacation
and visit some family. Some
of the people in her class
were from well-known natural hair salons such as Simply Natural and Anako
Nappy.
With certification in
hand, she returned to Tallahassee and opened up her
first salon in 2001 called
Naturally You. She was so
sure of her talents that she
convinced a friend to leave
her corporate job and join
her. Her exact words were:

“We can do this!”
She and her business
partner sought out the industry’s top forerunner,
Anita Hill Mosely of BAD
(Braids and Dreads) that is
located in Richmond, Va.
There Dowdell-Williams
learned the ins and outs of
the hair braiding business.
“It was almost like a secret society,” said DowdellWilliams, “no one wanted to
show you anything, nor did
they offer any tips for natural hair and braiding.”
Upon returning to Tallahassee, Dowdell-Williams
and her business partner
were determined to make
Naturally You one of the top
salons in the area, and that
is exactly what they did.
“One unique thing that
we did was host a monthly
meet up group called ‘In the
Kitchen.’ This group of
clients, potential clients and
ourselves would sit and
have group discussions on
what to do with their hair on
different levels of hair care.
Our business thrived and
we offered all forms of natural hair care services; we
also trained potential stylists in skills, techniques and
the business of working in
and operating a natural hair
salon,” Dowdell-Williams
stated.
With no regrets, she left
her salon in 2008 and finished her degree at FAMU.
In 2010 she graduated and
returned home to St. Petersburg. She began working as an independent
stylist at Hair It Iz Salon and
shortly after took over the
very same salon christening it Loving My Hair Natural Hair Studio, located at
3429 11th Ave. N. in St. Petersburg.
“The one thing I often
tell people when they say
that they want to go natural.
I stop them and say, ‘no you
were born natural and that
you are returning back to

what you were created
with,’” she quipped.
Loving My Hair offers a
wide range of chemical free
services such as protein
and hydrating treatments,
traditional lock maintenance, natural hair styling,
braids, protective styles and
twist.
Her goal is to help men,
women and children sustain the healthiness of their
hair.
When this mother of
five is not creating masterpieces in the salon, she enjoys kicking her heels up
and spending quality time
with her family. On Sundays
you can find DowdellWilliams and her family visiting with her mother at
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church where the pastor is Dr. John A. Evans Sr.
Remembering
how
rough it was for her to
break into the business, in
the
future,
DowdellWilliams would like to empower the youth with
entrepreneurial and business skills so that they may
be able to build wealth in an
industry that is in high demand.
Hold on that’s not it!
Always on the cutting

edge, Dowdell-Williams will
be hosting St. Petersburg’s
first Natural Hair Health
and Beauty Expo March 9
from 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. at the
Hilton in downtown St. Petersburg, 333 1st St S.
Hosted by DowdellWilliams and local author of
“Cubicle Diaries” William
Walker, the daylong event
promises to be informative
and entertaining. There will
be free educational workshops, a vendor fair, health
screenings, live performances, swag bags, a barber
showcase, a fashion show
and much, much more.
There will also be a kick
off 50th birthday celebration
with a celebrity comedian.
You don’t want to miss that!
One of the main sponsors for the event is The

Black Shopping Channel,
which recently launched in
January. CEO Cleaved Garret will be there introducing
his new channel for potentials designers and inventors to showcase their
products.
You think DowdellWilliams is done, I don’t
think so. She is offering the
public 20 percent off any
natural hair service. Just
cut out the ad at the bottom
of this article and present it
for the savings.
For more information
about the expo, or if you
would like to make an appointment to get your hair
styled, please call 850-2125712. Spots are still open if
you’d like to become a vendor.

Churches as Champions for Children
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Did you know there are over
6000 children in the foster
care system in the Tampa
Bay area?
Many of these children
live a life reaching for someone to love them, share with
them and enjoy the simple
things that many take for
granted. A collective group
of organizations have come
together to champion the
cause of these children.
“These children don’t
choose their parents nor
their circumstances,” said
Laurallyn Segur, director of
licensing for Eckerd Community Alternatives and a 30
year ambassador for child

welfare. “They deserve a better tomorrow. Our community can help by being role
models and giving them
hope. Collectively, we can
make a difference.”
The organizations now
working
together
are
“Churches as Champions for
Children.” It is an initiative of
Eckerd in partnership with
One Church, One Child of
FL, Heart Galleries of Pinellas, Pasco & Hillsborough,
Directions
for
Living,
Lutheran Services Florida,
Youth & Family Alternatives,
Juvenile Welfare Board of
Pinellas and Safe Families
for Children.
The initiative is designed
to identify and partner with
churches in an effort to find
foster and adoptive homes

for all foster children in the
Tampa Bay Area.
Pastors, churches and
organizations are invited to a
free luncheon to discover the
many ways that you can connect and become a champion for children.
The
luncheon is Feb. 11, at the
St. Petersburg Marriott
12600 Roosevelt Blvd. N.,
St. Petersburg. The event
time is 11:30 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Partner churches will be
known as Church Champions and will receive a tool-kit
of resources to help in recruiting foster and adoptive
families, as well as information on helping provide
much-needed
resources
for foster children. Church
Champions are churches
that commit to helping chil-

dren find a foster or adoptive
home, as well as providing
much-needed resources to
children in foster care.
“Every day I wake up
with a charge to protect lives
of innocent children from
abuse, neglect and help
them heal,” said Segur.
“Finding families for them
makes a big impact. We
never know which child will
be the future president, discover the cure for cancer, become a teacher, pastor or
parent. It’s my life purpose.”
For information on becoming a “Churches As
Champions” or to RSVP for
the luncheon, contact Diane
Johnson 727-456-0600 Ext.
2085 or djohnson@eckerdeca.org

Laurallyn Segur, Director of Licensing
for Eckerd Community Alternatives

Vitu (V-too) is Swahili

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com

for things, and there are
some beautiful things at
this little shop at
Skyway Mall,
4301 34th St. S.,
St. Petersburg,
Owned and operated
by Gwendolyn S. Fields,
her unique store brings a
little piece of Africa
to St. Pete.

10% OFF
ANYTHING IN THE STORE!
(Offer expires May 1, 2014)
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NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

